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Meadow Lakes Community Council Inc.  
❖ 3 Officers required for quorum:              TOTAL = YES ❖  

Y Pres: Camden Yehle  Y Vice Pres: Linda Conover 
Y Treasurer: Andrea Scott Y Sec: Patricia Fisher 
Y Council Coordinator: Tim Swezey 

 

❖ 13 Members of the Meadow Lakes Community required for quorum: YES ❖ 
??  Total Attendees  

 

Meeting Quorum = Yes 
 

 
VIRTUAL MEETING CONDUCTED ON ZOOM. 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by President Camden Yehle.  
 

Pledge of Allegiance: Recited. 
 
Quorum: Determination of quorum was made by the Membership Committee. 
 
Consent Agenda:  The Consent Agenda was passed with no objections. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: Highlight of the month’s fiscal transactions were pointed out.  
   
Board Reports: 
 Secretary Fisher reported that we were hopeful of obtaining a grant from United Way of Mat-Su in the very 
near future, and that the grant would lead to a long-term relationship of support for the Sports Field.  
Council Coordinator Swezey commented on Sports Field activity to date this year; and Ariel Cannon report 
that 3 gaming events had taken place in coordination with AK Combat Entertainment.  He is hopeful of 
more events in the near future. 
 
Presentation: “Mat-Su Borough Budget 2022,” Mike Brown, Borough Manager 
Mike gave a summary of his background.  He has lived in Mat-Su for 15 years, having previously worked 
for the Borough in Capital Projects, and for the School District just prior to rejoining the Borough in late 
2020.  He showed a graph of the mill rate for the past 10 years, pointing out that the rate has fluctuated 
very little.  For 2022, it is down 4%.  

Accomplishments in 2021 include      

 Sustained government services during pandemic 
•       CARES Act distributions (>$10M in small business and nonprofit grants; $500,000 for utility assistance; $3M 
to nonprofits; $141,000 for Chamber of Commerce grants; $5M for education assistance; $1.9M for food 
coalition grants) 
•       Committee on school funding (school bond debt service) 
•       Revised Port business development strategy 
•       Established new Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 
•       Strategic Plan 
•       Completed Houston School design; settled insurance claim 
•       Arctic Winter Games bid submission 
•       Hired new Borough Manager  

The Administration is currently working on plans for the 2024 Arctic Winter Games.  The Borough Planning 
and Public Works staff are formulating plans for a new transportation package and are seeking community 
input to help prioritize this list of projects. 
Goals for 2022 are: 1.  Economic growth and diversification; 2. Delivering high quality services; and 3. 
Managing growth. 
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Discussion of Sylvan Gravel Pit: 
Secretary Fisher gave an overview of the concerns expressed by the community over the pit, and 
presented the letter of opposition which the Council will send to the Borough if approved by vote of the 
membership. 
The letter was reviewed, and Kathleen Koeneman made the correction that there is a public well operated 
by the Forty Niner Homeowners Association.  The letter was edited to reflect that correction. 
Residents and property owners in the area of the proposed pit spoke in opposition to the pit: Rene Grant, 
Robert Coffin, Roger Oliver, Joy Bruns, Shawn Barrows, Kathleen Koeneman, Heather Langendorf, Nellie 
Hanousek, and Amy Schacle.  Comments of opposition included: 

 The inadequacy of Sylvan to handle the traffic 

 The heavy equipment on an inadequate road 

 The effect of traffic on the Parks/Sylvan intersection 

 The airport across from the proposed site, and the flight path directly over the pit 

 The devaluation of homes in the area 

 The 24 hour a day/7 days a week schedule proposed in the CUP 

 The need for strong compliance monitoring 

 The homeowners well on Knox Drive abuts that pit, with potential contamination of the water 

 Noise, dust, odor which will be generated by the operation 

 Destruction of wildlife and the natural environment. 

 The gravel will largely be going into Anchorage and will not create revenue for the Borough. 
 
In response to a question asked by Steve Edwards, Peggy Horton, MSB Planner, referenced MSB Code 

17.30.060 which sets the standards for the issuance of a CUP.  The code states: (A)(1): In granting an 

administrative permit or a conditional use permit, the director or commission must make the following findings: 

(1)   that the use is not inconsistent with the applicable comprehensive plan.   

Alex Strawn, Borough Planning Director, was asked to speak as to the ability of the Borough to require 
compliance by a mining operator to the provisions of the CUP.  Alex stated that the Borough has the tools 
to monitor and require compliance. 
Further comments were made by members Chad Scott, Linda Conover, Sherri Rusher and Ariel Cannon. 
A motion was made by Linda Conover to send the letter of opposition to the Borough, with a second made 
by Chad Scott.  A verbal vote was conducted.  The vote was unanimous to send the letter to the Borough.  
 
Correspondence:  The Correspondence was read by Tim Swezey. 
 Mat-Su Borough - Platting 

o Laurie Meadows - Case# 2021-082  
 The requests to create 21 Lots to be known as Laurie Meadows,containma 26.0 acres +/-. Laurie 

Avenue will be extended provide access to the subdivision and interior roads constructed to 
provide access to all lots. The property is located south end east of S. Clapp Street west of S. 
Mack Drive and north of S. Knik-Goose Bay Road. 

 Comments due June 25, 2021 & Public hearing July 15,2021 
 Facebook April 16th: https://bit.ly/34tINGK & Documents: https://bit.ly/3wLYC7M 

 MCB - Marijuana Notices 
o Mad Mota Lic# 15025 - Transfer - Limited Marijuana Cultivation 

 4980 W. Greensward Dr. 
 Facebook May 25th: https://bit.ly/3fFBa5o & Documents: https://bit.ly/3uphRma 

 
Old Business: Secretary Fisher gave a report of the results of the 2021 community cleanup.  The weight 
of trash as recorded by the Borough was 9040 pounds, just slightly under the quantity collected in 2020. 

 
Agency Reports:  

https://bit.ly/34tINGK
https://bit.ly/3wLYC7M
https://bit.ly/3fFBa5o
https://bit.ly/3uphRma
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Tam Boeve: Mat-Su Borough Assembly: Assembly Person Boeve reported that the 2020 Borough 
budget was passed.  During the budget hearings there was a discussion of raising the mayor’s salary, but 
that was resolved by having the issued first be reviewed by the Borough’s Commission on Salaries and 
Emoluments. The Houston Middle School construction bid award to Hickel Construction was appealed.  
There should be a decision on the appeal by the 21st.   The proposed ordinance on Wetlands Mitigation 
failed.  The Information Memorandum (21-115) regarding the “Conditional Use Permit for Gravel Extraction 
And For A Less Than Fair Market Value Sale Of Borough-Owned Property To The Meadow Lakes 
Community Council For The Purpose Of Public Recreation” is on the Assembly agenda for June 15. 
  
Representative McCabe: Kevin reported on the Alaska House’s work on the budget in Juneau, and on the 
Governor’s PFD plan.  He said he was aware of the issue with the Sylvan gravel pit and would be happy to 
be of assistance if possible.  He felt that the issues of child safety and traffic on Sylvan were important 
issues in opposing the Conditional Use Permit.   Robert Coffin asked why the state was not involved, given 
that the property is Mental Health Trust land. McCabe said he would look into the issue. 

 
Senator David Wilson:  The Senator reported that the proposed capital budget includes an award of $8.5 
million for the West Susitna project, an awarded $1,000,000 to the Borough for the Arctic Winter Games, 
and funding of $9,000,000 to the Borough for the Houston Middle School construction project.  School 
bond debt reimbursement is at 100% in both House and Senate budgets.  The Senator hopes that the 
legislature can pass the budget by the 14th or 15th.    
 
Persons to be Heard:  Limited to 3 minutes per person 
Chad Scott asked if there was leverage that the State could put on the Mental Health Trust Authority 
regarding the proposed Sylvan gravel pit.  He requested Wilson to put pressure on that organization to 
recognize the adverse effect of the pit on the residents along Sylvan. 
 
At 8:59 Secretary Fisher made a motion to extend the meeting for 5 minutes.  The motion was seconded 
by Josh Bicchinella.  There was no objection to the motion. 
 
President Yehle reported that the next meeting will be on July 14th.  She is hopeful of conducting a hybrid 
meeting at that time, with both remote and in-person venues. 
 

 
Next Meeting: July 14, 2021, 7pm; Location to be determined. 

 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 9:04 pm by President Yehle. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Camden Yehle, President      Date      Patricia Fisher, Secretary Date 


